
August 24, 2020 

A Special Meeting of the Kenilworth Board of Education was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by 
President Gregg David, in the Brearley Cafeteria on August 24, 2020. 

Adequate notice of this Special Meeting of the Kenilworth Board of Education has 
been provided to the Home News Tribune, The Star-Ledger, and the Local Source on 
August 19, 2020.  A copy has been filed with the Kenilworth Borough Clerk, posted 
in the Board Office, the Kenilworth Borough Hall, Brearley and Harding Schools, as 
is provided by the Open Public Meetings Act.  

This will be an in person meeting.  Due to a recent announcement by Governor 
Murphy, participation will be limited to 25 individuals.  The Board of Education 
therefore estimates that 12 members of the public will be able to participate in 
person.   

In an effort to encourage and increase public participation, the meeting will be live 
streamed, and the public will be able to view live via YouTube Live Stream. The link 
will be available at 6:30 p.m. from the district’s website 
www.kenilworthschools.com by clicking on the ‘Kenilworth BOE You-Tube 
Channel” link under the “Board of Education” tab. 

Public comment will be accepted only during the public comment period in the 
meeting, in person, via email to publiccomments@kenilworthschools.com or by 
calling 908-931-9696 ext. 2325. For the record, please include your name and 
address in all comment requests. 

President David led the salute to the Flag. 

Upon roll call, the following members were present:  Robert Beiner, Genean Braun, Gregg David, 
Paulette Drogon, Ryan Haberthur, Mark Jankiewicz, Anthony Laudati, Michelle Panichi and Nancy 
Zimmerman.   

Also in attendance were Kyle Arlington, Superintendent, Vincent A. Gonnella, Board 
Secretary/Business Administrator. 

Five (5) Members of the public were present.  At the time the meeting went live, one-hundred and 
twenty-six (126) members of the public were present virtually. 

PRESENTATIONS: Superintendent's Presentation & BOE Discussion: “The Road Back – 
Restart and Recovery Plan for Education – Fall 2020 – The Kenilworth Way.” 

http://www.kenilworthschools.com/
mailto:publiccomments@kenilworthschools.com
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Meeting Opened to the Public for Comment: The Board of Education 
sets the limit for the public to speak at the board meeting to five (5) minutes per person unless prior 
permission has been granted by the Board for extended time (pursuant to Kenilworth Board of 
Education By-Law 0167).  

Public comment will be accepted only during the public comment period in the meeting, in person, 
via email to publiccomments@kenilworthschools.com or by calling 908-931-9696 ext. 2325.  For 
the record, please include your name and address in all comment requests. 

Mr. Gonnella stated the order will be to take phone calls first, then comments from the public present 
and finally comments submitted via email. 

Motion was made by Laudati, seconded by Zimmerman, that the meeting be opened to the public.  
Motion carried unanimously. 7:05 p.m. 

Phone call comment: 

• Mrs. Bonacchi, parent: Commented on remote instruction and Chromebooks.
• Janice Marsili, Brearley Teacher: Commented on the status of the HVAC system.
• Lorrae Schau, Brearley Teacher: Commented on concerns of returning to in person

instruction. (email included)
• Cynthia Donough, Harding Teacher: Commented on concerns of returning to in person

instruction. (email included)
• Monica Jurkiewicz, Harding Teacher: Commented on concerns of returning to in person

instruction. Including the need for subs and aftercare mixing of student cohorts.
• Megan Loconte, Harding Teacher: Commented on concerns of returning to in person

instruction.
• Lauren VanOrden (Blizzard), Brearley Teacher: Commented on the status of the HVAC

system along with the need for soap dispensers in the boys bathrooms.
• Christa Candon, Brearley Teacher: Commented on concerns of returning to in person

instruction.

In-Person Comments: 

• Nicole Rodriguez, parent: Was concerned about the lack of guidance on security and fire
drills, lack of substitutes, and cleaning procedures.  She asked about how services like speech
and OT were going to be provided remotely.  Mr. Arlington reviewed that process.

• Henry Obiedzinski, parent: Was pleased that the district was moving forward with opening in
person. Kids need to get back to school.

Mr. Gonnella read the e-mail comments into the record.  They will be attached to the official record. 
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E-mail Comments were received from the following individuals (See attached):
• Christine Rivera
• Anna Decavalles
• Cynthia Donough (also called in)
• Henry Dieckmann
• Lora Kaprowski
• Jackie Duda
• Meaghan Higgins
• Caitlin Martin
• Veronica Gonzalez-Rein
• Gina Folgar
• Cynthia Perez
• Lorrae Schau (also called in)
• Debra Beronio
• Andy and Christine Rivera
• Dale Sona
• Nicole Bellino
• Graceann Griffin
• Nancy Bechtler
• Tammy Smith
• Laura Walsh
• Philip Giordano

Emails received after the meeting was closed for public comment (See attached): 
• Cathy Glacken
• Charlene Durniak
• Curtis Cerillo
• Lenore Jeans
• Andy Rivera
• Amanda Piotrowicz
• Nina Vera
• Lauren Roman
• Meredith and Adam Kornfeld

Motion was made by Haberthur, seconded by Jankiewicz, that the meeting be closed to the public.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

RESOLUTION:  Introduced by Laudati, who moved its adoption, seconded by Zimmerman, Be It 
Resolved by the Board of Education of Kenilworth that the Board of Education meet in private 
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session, from which the public shall be excluded, to discuss the topic of attorney client privilege 
which private discussion is being held pursuant to Section 7b and 8 of the Open Public Meetings 
Act.  The matters under discussion will be disclosed to the public as soon as final decisions are made 
and voted upon.  Motion carried unanimously. 8:15 p.m. 

Mr. Gonnella announced that the Board is going into closed executive session to discuss the above 
matters but will not be taking any further action this evening.  The meeting will adjourn at the end of 
executive session. 

At 9:05 p.m. President David reconvened the public session and stated the Board of Education took 
no action in executive session. 

Motion was made by Laudati, seconded by Panichi, that when the meeting adjourns, it adjourns to 
the call of the chair.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned 9:05 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vincent A. Gonnella  
Secretary to the Board




