
February 14, 2005

A regular meeting of the Kenilworth Board of Education was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by President LoBello, in the Board of Education Conference Room of the Brearley School on February 14, 2005.
This meeting is being held in accordance with the schedule of meetings adopted at the organizational meeting held April 26, 2004. Adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Kenilworth Board of Education has been provided to the Home News Tribune, The Star- Ledger, Cranford Chronicle and the Roselle Park/Kenilworth Leader.  A copy has been filed with the Kenilworth Borough Clerk, posted in the Board Office, the Kenilworth Borough Hall, Brearley and Harding Schools, as is provided by the Open Public Meetings Act.
President LoBello led the salute to the Flag.
Upon roll call, the following members were present: Annmarie Duda, Gerard Laudati, Mark LoBello, Livio Mancino, Thomas Mannix, Antonio Pugliese and Nancy Zimmerman.  Absent was: Boyden, Campanella, and Viteka.
Also in attendance were Lloyd M. Leschuk, Superintendent, Vincent A. Gonnella, Board Secretary/Business Administrator and Thomas Rattay, Attorney. 
The following members of the administrative team were present: Fred Rica, Principal.

Approximately eleven (11) members of the public were present.

Minutes of the Secretary, a copy having been sent to each Board Member (January 3 & 10, 2005) were approved upon motion by Laudati seconded by Duda.  Motion carried 5 to 1 to 1.  Voting yes was: Duda, Laudati, LoBello, Mannix, and Pugliese.   Voting no was Zimmerman. Abstaining was Mancino.  

Presentations:

· Update on the FNC Conference: Gerard Laudati

· Budget Review: Vincent A. Gonnella

Mr. Rica was not available last week so he highlighted his monthly report including tsunami relief, the RIF Program, AFG Report update and Harding School HVAC problems.

Motion was made by Mancino, seconded by Pugliese, that the meeting be opened to the public.  Motion carried unanimously.

· Jodi Lang asked about funding issues and the budget.
· Tina Lanaugh asked Mr. Rica about ideal class sizes.  Mr. Rica stated the Superintendent’s recommendation was appropriate, but research indicates primary grades should be lower than the targets being recommended.

· Donna Crincoli asked whether the Harding backstop was going to be taken down and if the Board investigated Field Turf.  Mr. Gonnella informed her that the Board will be reviewing the option of removing the backstop along with other field modifications, as far as Field Turf, the administration has investigated it but finds it too cost prohibitive for the Board to undertake the task.

· Elli Felner asked if there was a plan to rotate the field in use.  Gonnella stated in an ideal situation you rotate field, however with so few fields to begin with, we do not have the option of taking a field out of rotation for very long.

Motion was made by Mancino, seconded by Duda, that the meeting be closed to the public.  Motion carried unanimously.

The Superintendent's Report (with administrator’s reports), a copy having been sent to each Board Member was approved without reading and after discussion upon motion by Duda, seconded by Laudati.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Steering Committee: Mark LoBello, Chairperson.

The Committee met again last night and reviewed modifications to By-Law #9326 “Minutes-Recording of Meetings.”  A modification will be forwarded for further Board consideration in March 2005.
After discussion, RESOLUTION #8, pertaining to a Basketball Camp or League was tabled by Motion by Mancino, seconded by Duda for further clarification.  Motion carried
unanimously

Correspondence: (see attachments) 

Distributed January 7, 2005:
1.   Letter dated 12/10/04 from Sharon Y. Freeman, a Brearley student, to Gonnella Re: creating a step team as an additional activity for students.

2.   Letter dated 1/3/05 from Gonnella to Ms. Freeman informing her that her letter was forwarded to the Board and advising her of the proper procedure for getting a new program started. 

3.   Letter dated 1/3/05 from Mary Toy, to Gonnella/BOE advising of her retirement at the end of the 2004/2005 school year.

4.   Mr. Mancino’s list of unresolved items for 2004. 

5.   Memo dated 1/4/05 from Gonnella to Paul Perry Re: Bridge Building presentation and competition, and the Animanga Club. 

6.   Notice dated 1/13/05 from Lori Handaly-Kaye/NJSBA Re: Meeting on 1/26/05 on “Communicating your Budget Message/Public Relations and This Year’s Budget Challenges.”

Distributed January 14, 2005:
1.   Letter dated 1/4/05 from Gonnella to Congressman Ferguson Re: Federal Relations Network Conference that Mr. Laudati will be attending.

2.   Letter dated 1/4/05 from Carmen Centuolo to Gonnella Re: The administrative code concerning the evaluation of local districts.

3.   Letter dated 1/7/05 from Patricia Johnson, PTO Vice-President, to Teachers Re: PTO sponsored teacher Mini-Grants for the 2004-2005 year.

4.   Notice of a Public Meeting scheduled for 1/19/05 and 1/26/05 to review the 2005-06 budget requests of the administrative team.

5.   Letter dated 1/10/05 from Walter Meyer/NJSBA to Gonnella confirming that Thomas Mannix attended the Orientation Conference on 1/8/05.

6.   Letter dated 1/10/05 from Walter Meyer/NJSBA to Gonnella confirming that Anthony Pugliese attended the Orientation Conference on 1/8/05.

Distributed January 21, 2005:
1.   Harding School Student Council notice concerning fundraising efforts on behalf of the victims of the tsunami in Indonesia, U.S. soldiers serving in Iraq, and a Kenilworth family that was displaced by a fire in their home. 

2.   Report of Finance & Facilities Committee meeting held on January 19, 2005.

Distributed January 28, 2005:
1.   Notice of Public Meeting rescheduled for 1/31/05 to discuss the A/B Block Schedule.

2.   Thank you letter dated 1/24/05 from Shirley Boyden Maxwell/Kenilworth Historical Society to Janice Marsili/Brearley School Re: Students’ art exhibit at the Nitschke House.

3.   Letter dated 1/26/05 from Ms. Maxwell to Janet Cariello/Harding School thanking her for her efforts in promoting local history to her students. 

4.   Letter dated 1/26/05 from Ms. Maxwell to Donna Barnes/Harding School thanking her for her efforts in promoting local history to her students.

5.   Letter dated 1/26/05 from Ms. Maxwell to Pam Fisezi/Harding School thanking her for her efforts in promoting local history to her students.

6.   Report of Steering Committee meeting held on January 19, 2005.

7.   Report of Finance & Facilities Committee meeting held on January 26, 2005.

The following items were requested to be read at this meeting:

1.   Email dated 2/7/05 from Mark Messinger to Dr. Leschuk (with copies to Board members) detailing his concerns about the school district’s standardized testing results and the Choice program.

2.   Email dated 2/9/05 from Dr. Leschuk in response to Mr. Messinger’s email in which Dr. Leschuk provides facts and details concerning costs and the Choice program.

Motion was made by Mancino, seconded by Duda, that the Board of Education accepts the correspondence as read.  Motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS:  

Laudati brought to the Board’s attention an article in the paper which members of the Board were quoted.  He reminded the Board that the Board President was the spokesperson for the Board, not individual members.  The Board discussed this issue further.
ROLL CALL WAS TAKEN ON THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTIONS:
FINANCE & FACILITIES

RESOLUTION #1: Introduced by Laudati, who moved its adoption, seconded by Mannix, Be It Resolved, That the attached bill list be approved for the month of February 2005 in the amount of $1,554,079.57. Motion carried 6-1.  Voting yes was:  Duda, Laudati, LoBello, Mannix, Pugliese and Zimmerman.  Voting no was: Mancino.

RESOLUTION #2 : Introduced by Laudati, who moved its adoption, seconded by Mannix, Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 (e), we the members of the Kenilworth Board of Education certify that as of January 28, 2005, after review of the secretary's monthly financial report (appropriations section) and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials that to the best of our knowledge no major account or fund (Current Expense, Capital Outlay, or Debt Service) has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C.6:20-2.l3 (b) and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district's financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year

Be It Further Resolved, That the Kenilworth Board of Education accept the reports of the School Business Administrator/Board Secretary and the Treasurer of School Monies and that they are in agreement for the month of December 2004. Motion carried 6-1.  Voting yes was:  Duda, Laudati, LoBello, Mannix, Pugliese and Zimmerman.  Voting no was: Mancino

RESOLUTION # 3: Introduced by Laudati, who moved its adoption, seconded by Mannix, Whereas, pursuant to Board of Education Policy #3160, the Superintendent and Secretary to the Board have made the following line item transfers (January 2005) in the 2004-2005 school budget, Be It Resolved, That their actions be ratified and recorded in the minutes as per attached. Motion carried 6-1.  Voting yes was:  Duda, Laudati, LoBello, Mannix, Pugliese and Zimmerman.  Voting no was: Mancino

RESOLUTION # 4: Introduced by Laudati, who moved its adoption, seconded by Mannix, Be It Resolved, That the Kenilworth Board of Education approves March 23, 2005 as the date of the Public Budget Hearing at 7:30 p.m. in the David Brearley Auditorium.  Motion carried 7-0. Voting yes was: Duda, Laudati, LoBello, Mancino, Mannix, Pugliese and Zimmerman.

RESOLUTION # 5: A RESOLUTION BINDING THE KENILWORTH BOARD OF EDUCATION TO PURCHASE ELECTRIC GENERATION SERVICES THROUGH THE ALLIANCE FOR COMPETITIVE ENERGY SERVICES (“ACES”) Bid Cooperative Pricing System ID#E8801-ACESCPS

Introduced by Laudati, who moved its adoption, seconded by Mannix, WHEREAS, the Alliance For Competitive Energy Services (hereinafter referred to as “ACES”), an alliance composed of the New Jersey School Boards Association (hereinafter referred to as “NJSBA”), the New Jersey Association of School Administrators, and the New Jersey Association of School Business Officials, will from time to time during the Effective Period as defined below solicit bids from electric power suppliers for electric generation services through an energy aggregation program in which NJSBA will act as Lead Agency of the ACES Cooperative Pricing System #E8801-ACESCPS in accordance with the “Public School Contracts Law”, N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-1 et seq., and  the Electric Discount and Energy Competition Act, N.J.S.A. 48:3-49 et seq. (“EDECA”) and the regulations promulgated there under; and

WHEREAS, the Kenilworth Board of Education is a Participating member of the ACES Cooperative Pricing System and is eligible thereby to obtain electric generation services for its own use through one or more contracts to be awarded to electric power suppliers following said bids for electric generation services pursuant to the aggregation program; and

WHEREAS, the Lead Agency will from time to time during the Effective Period (from date of adoption through May, 2009, hereinafter referred to as “Effective Period”) issue one or more Requests for Bids for electric generation services on behalf of the ACES Cooperative Pricing System pursuant to the Public School Contracts Law and EDECA; and;

WHEREAS, due to significant volatility and the potential for price increases in the wholesale electric market, Participating Members will preauthorize the Lead Agency to award contracts for Electric Generation Service for no more than two years at a time in each service territory to one or more electric power suppliers that submit bids which are reasonably forecasted to provide estimated savings to the Participating Member based upon its previous electric usage and utility provided Basic Generation Service rates; and  

WHEREAS, the Lead Agency will only award contracts for said electric generation services to electric power suppliers that submit bids with pricing reasonably estimated to be lower than the utility-provided basic generation service; and

WHEREAS, the District agrees to purchase all electric power needed for its own use (exclusive of on-site electric generation sources) during the Effective Period through any electric power supplier(s) awarded a contract, it being understood that the term of any one contract shall not exceed two-years; 

WHEREAS, the Lead Agency will notify the Department of Community Affairs’ Division of Local Government Services by mail prior to the issuance a Request for Bids for electric generation services, with the understanding that if the Division of Local Government Services does not respond within 10 business days, it will be deemed to have approved the issuance of the Request for Bids or the Request for Rebids.

NOW, therefore, be it RESOLVED that the District binds itself to the ACES Cooperative Pricing System #E8801-ACESCPS to purchase all electric power needed for its own use (exclusive of on-site electric generation sources) during the Effective Period from the electric power supplier or suppliers awarded a contract for electric generation services by the Lead Agency; and, be it


FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lead Agency of the ACES Cooperative Pricing System is hereby authorized to execute a master performance agreement that obligates the district to purchase electricity at the terms and conditions stated therein with a third-party supplier or suppliers who have been awarded the contract or contracts by the Lead Agency on behalf of the participating members of the ACES Cooperative Pricing System #E8801-ACESCPS (or any CPS number to be assigned in the future), provided that no single contract shall have a term exceeding two years, and provided further that all such contracts shall be at prices reasonably forecast and estimated by the Lead Agency to provide savings to the Districts relative to the price charged for basic generation service by the electric public utility that would otherwise provide such service; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED that ACES is authorized to continue to bid to obtain electric generation services at any time during the Effective Period on behalf of the ACES Cooperative Pricing System including, for example, a rebid if energy market conditions do not initially lead to a successful bid, on additional dates to be determined by the Lead Agency; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage.  The authorization provided to the NJSBA pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Laws (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(5)), and the Local Public and Public School Contracts Laws Administrative Code (N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.1 et seq.) shall be valid until May, 2009 (the Effective Period) at which time the Cooperative Pricing System will be subject to renewal.  Any rescission of this resolution shall not affect any Agreements entered into prior to such rescission. . Motion carried 7-0. Voting yes was: Duda, Laudati, LoBello, Mancino, Mannix, Pugliese and Zimmerman.

PERSONNEL/MANAGEMENT

RESOLUTION # 6: Introduced by Duda, who moved its adoption, seconded by Mannix, Be It Resolved, That the Kenilworth Board of Education approves the recommendation of the Superintendent to employ Helynne Smith as a mathematics teacher at the David Brearley Middle/High School on Step 1, BA at an annual salary of $43,873 with full benefits for the 2004-2005 school year effective upon start date.

RESOLUTION # 7: Introduced by Duda, who moved its adoption, seconded by Mannix, Be It Resolved, That the Kenilworth Board of Education approves the emergent hiring pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:6.7.1 et seq., N.J.S.A. 18A:39-17 et seq., or N.J.S.A. 18a:6-4.13 et seq., as applicable to the employment of the following substitute teacher(s) and/or aide(s) for the 2004-05 school year:
Lori Bobertz

Teacher
$80/day

NaTasha Feliciano
Teacher
$80/day

Carmine LaMarca
Teacher
$80/day

Elyse Medved

Teacher
$70/day

Catherine Meyers
Teacher
$60/day

Michael Yendrick
Teacher
$80/day

Jennifer DiSanto
Teacher
$60/day

Jay Faigenbaum
Teacher
$80/day

Margarita Chichina
Teacher
$80/day

Bonni McCoy

Teacher
$70/day

Rebecca Shaw

Teacher
$80/day

Diane Sherry

Teacher
$70/day

Kristen Vanover
Teacher
$70/day

Jenna Cohen

Teacher
$70/day

Caroline McEvoy
Aide

$16.55/hour

Michele Zickgraf
Aide

$16.55/hour

Timothy Kaulfers
Teacher
$70/day

Vanessa Gleason
Teacher
$60/day

Elizabeth Marranca
Teacher
$80/day

Motion carried 7-0. Voting yes was: Duda, Laudati, LoBello, Mancino, Mannix, Pugliese and Zimmerman.

RESOLUTION # 8:   TABLED

RESOLUTION # 9: Introduced by Duda, who moved its adoption, seconded by Mannix, Be It Resolved, That the Kenilworth Board of Education approves the recommendation of the Superintendent to employ the following as Spring season coaches:

Varsity Baseball

Joseph Capizzano
$6473

JV Baseball


Jim Grady

$4385

Freshman Baseball

Needed

M/S Baseball


Needed

Varsity Softball

Amy Efchak

$6473

JV Softball


Ed Murray

$4385

MS Softball


Kristen Jeans

$3388

Spring Track


Scott Miller

$7966

Assistant


Jackie Zika

$4913

Assistant


Marc Wallace

$4913

Golf



Vinny McGowan
$2900

Spring Weight Room

Jimmy Young

$1710

Motion carried 7-0. Voting yes was: Duda, Laudati, LoBello, Mancino, Mannix, Pugliese and Zimmerman.

RESOLUTION # 10: Introduced by Duda, who moved its adoption, seconded by Mannix, Be It Resolved, That the Kenilworth Board of Education approves the recommendation of the Superintendent to employ Robert Grobelny as a groundskeeper at the David Brearley Middle/High School on Step 1, at a salary of $34,209.00 prorated to start date with full benefits. Motion carried 7-0. Voting yes was: Duda, Laudati, LoBello, Mancino, Mannix, Pugliese and Zimmerman.

CURRICULUM/INSTRUCTION

RESOLUTION # 11: Introduced by Pugliese, who moved its adoption, seconded by Zimmerman, Be It Resolved, That the Kenilworth Board of Education approves the psychiatric evaluations of three (3) Students No. 202336, 202422 and 201853 by Dr. Morganstern at a cost of $245.00/evaluation. Motion carried 7-0. Voting yes was: Duda, Laudati, LoBello, Mancino, Mannix, Pugliese and Zimmerman. 

RESOLUTION # 12: Introduced by Pugliese, who moved its adoption, seconded by Zimmerman, Be It Resolved, That the Kenilworth Board of Education approves services from Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired for two (2) Students No. 200890 and 201879 at Level 1 at a cost of $1,035.00/year. Motion carried 7-0. Voting yes was: Duda, Laudati, LoBello, Mancino, Mannix, Pugliese and Zimmerman.

RESOLUTION # 13: Introduced by Pugliese, who moved its adoption, seconded by Zimmerman, Be It Resolved, That the Kenilworth Board of Education approves the out-of-district placement of Student No. 202054 from the Cranford Alternative Placement to the Daytop Preparatory School in Mendham, New Jersey, effective January 17, 2005 at a cost of $134.90/day. Motion carried 7-0. Voting yes was: Duda, Laudati, LoBello, Mancino, Mannix, Pugliese and Zimmerman.

RESOLUTION # 14: Introduced by Pugliese, who moved its adoption, seconded by Zimmerman, Be It Resolved, That the Kenilworth Board of Education approves the placement of Student No. 201853 at Roselle Park Schools with transportation provided by the Morris-Union Jointure Commission, effective February 1, 2005. Motion carried 7-0. Voting yes was: Duda, Laudati, LoBello, Mancino, Mannix, Pugliese and Zimmerman.

RESOLUTION # 15: Introduced by Pugliese, who moved its adoption, seconded by Zimmerman, Be It Resolved, That the Kenilworth Board of Education approves the revisions to the following policies: 5020-Role of Parents/Guardians, 5111-Admission, 5113-Absences and Excuses, 5114-Suspension and Expulsion, 5118-Nonresidents, 5119-Transfers, 5120-Assessment of Individual Needs, 5121-Grading/Assessment, 5124-Reporting to Parents/Guardians, 5125-Pupil Records, 5127-Commencement Activities, 5131-Conduct/Discipline, 5131.2-Classrooms, Hall and Grounds Conduct, and 5131.3-Pupil Vehicles. Motion carried 5-0-2. Voting yes was: Duda, Laudati, LoBello, Pugliese and Zimmerman*. Abstaining was Mancino and Mannix.  

*Mrs. Zimmerman stated she had concerns with the zero tolerance clause regarding fighting and suspensions in Policy #5114, but was supporting it.
Motion was made by Duda, seconded by Mancino, that when the meeting adjourns, it adjourns to the call of the chair.  Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 10:14 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Vincent A. Gonnella 

Secretary to the Board

