
December 6, 2004 
 
 
 
 
A Workshop Meeting of the Kenilworth Board of Education was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by 
President LoBello, in the Board of Education Conference Room of the Brearley School on 
December 13, 2004. 
 
This meeting is being held in accordance with the schedule of meetings adopted at the organizational 
meeting held April 26, 2004.  Adequate notice of this Workshop Meeting of the Kenilworth Board 
of Education has been provided to the Home News Tribune, The Star-Ledger, Cranford Chronicle 
and the Roselle Park/Kenilworth Leader.  A copy has been filed with the Kenilworth Borough Clerk, 
posted in the Board Office, the Kenilworth Borough Hall, Brearley and Harding Schools, as is 
provided by the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
President LoBello stated that the purpose of this workshop meeting is to discuss the items on the 
agenda for the December 13, 2004 meeting. 
 
President LoBello led the salute to the Flag. 
 
Upon roll call, the following members were present: Carol Boyden, Claudio Campanella, Annmarie 
Duda, Gerard Laudati, Mark LoBello, Livio Mancino, Thomas Mannix, and Antonio Pugliese.  
Absent was: Fred Viteka and Nancy Zimmerman.  
 
Also in attendance were Lloyd M. Leschuk, Superintendent and Vincent A. Gonnella, Business 
Administrator/Board Secretary. The following members of the administrative team were present: 
Fred Rica, Principal, Charles Cappello, Principal, Eileen O’Donnell, Supervisor, Ann Karpenski-
Cooke, Director of Special Services, Valarie Baker, Supervisor, Joseph Lafferty, Athletic Director, 
Joseph Schaffren, Supervisor of Guidance & Assessment, and Brian Luciani, Assistant Principal.  
Seventeen (17) members of the public were present. 
 
PRESENTATION:  

• Commercial Art Class: Danielle Wilkinson 
• Enrollment Projections: Dr. Lloyd M. Leschuk.   
 

LoBello called for discussion on the Superintendent's Report: 
 
Members of the Administrative Team highlighted their monthly reports: 

• Mr. Schaffren, Supervisor of Guidance & Assessment: The expansion of services at Harding 
School were reviewed, college placement programs, and the anti-bullying program were also 
reviewed.  An anti-smoking skit was presented to the Senior Citizens Club and Harding 
School students. 

• Mrs. O’Donnell, Supervisor of Instruction & Technology: The Professional Development 
Plan is taking shape and follows the AFG Plan and the Core Curriculum Content Standards.  
A Hewlett Packard grant to enhance education through the use of technology was being 
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prepared by the Middle School Teaching Staff. 
• Mrs. Cooke, Supervisor of Special Education:  Staff observations continue, ASSA edits were 

completed and submitted. 
• Mr. Lafferty, Supervisor of Athletics:  Mini awards night will be this Wednesday.  The fields 

are being top dressed, rolled, aerated, and seeded, and the Co-op will be brought up at the 
next conference meeting. 

• Mr. Rica, Harding School Principal: Major events included a food drive and National 
Education Month at which parents visited the school, the Library Book Fair.  Mr. Rica 
reviewed procedures on dealing with students with lice. 

• Mr. Luciani, Brearley Assistant Principal: Attended the Juvenile Officers Association 
meeting which provided many valuable resources.  The first edition of the Bruin Paw Print 
was published, the new language arts books arrived and are great, and an evacuation plan to 
St. Theresa’s is in the planning stages. 

• Mr. Cappello, Brearley Principal: Dr. Pugliese came in to discuss “back pack safety.”  The 
Homecoming Dance was a huge success with over 325 people attending.  Mr. Perry and 
students participated in a bridge building competition and were very successful. 

• Mrs. Baker, Supervisor of Math/Science: Mrs. Baker attended a black tie gala celebrating 
women in research.  The 8th grade class are using success maker in the computer labs.  The 
new teacher roundtable met in November. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Finance & Facilities: Gerard Laudati, Chairperson. 
The committee met prior to this evening’s meeting and reviewed budget timelines, impact of S-1701 
and the goals of the Clark ABC Committee attending the meeting next week and providing our 
Board insight and their successes in getting the budget passed in Clark. 
 
Personnel & Management: Duda, Chairperson. 
The committee met on 11-8-04 and discussed the goals of the administrative team and whether they 
were in alignment with the overall district goals and the superintendent’s goals.  The CSA 
Evaluation form was reviewed and determined it was consistent with the NJSBA format and would 
be used for 2005. 
 
Motion was made by Mancino, seconded by Laudati that the meeting be opened to the public.  
Motion carried unanimously.   
 

• Diane Congresti asked if the budget needed to be passed for Pre K to continue.  Mr. LoBello 
informed that would help the continuation of that and all programs. 

• Donna Benko stated the Harding School phone system was inadequate and needs to be 
updated.  Teachers also need to check their messages. 

• Jeanette Eager asked if a lot of students were in danger of failing.  Mr. Luciani reviewed the 
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situation stating there were several students in jeopardy of failing for various reasons. 
• Patti Stafford asked what the requirement was for high school students and ID cards.  Mr. 

Luciani stated that as long as it was on the person, wallet, purse, and backpack it was okay, 
and they did not need to have them visible at all times. 

• Gerda Felner was concerned with the A/B Block and failing students especially students with 
in-class support.   

• Tina Lanaugh stated every student needed to be treated equally. 
• Patricia McCormick asked whether the Board would provide any assistance to the Pre K. 
 

Motion was made by Mancino, seconded by Laudati, that the meeting be closed to the public.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Other Board of Education Matters: 

• Mr. Mannix and Mr. LoBello reviewed the purpose of having the “ABC” Advocates for a 
Better Clark Committee attend the meeting next week.  Their purpose would be to review 
what they did in Clark to turn the community around and pass the budget.   

• Mr. Mancino had several questions regarding the residency report. 
 
Motion was made by Laudati, seconded by Pugliese, that when the meeting adjourns, it adjourns 
to the call of the chair.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned 9:47 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 

Vincent A. Gonnella  
Secretary to the Board 


